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presence to prevent resistance! This aggressive policy was contrary to the treaty existing between the Rajah and the British Government. Vizier Mahomed saw, and took advantage of this state of affairs: he eagerly pressed the claim of Bhopal to British protection ; buf&n apprehension that interference in its concerns would involve much embarrassment, and carry the British Government beyond the limits within which they wished to confine themselves ; led to the rejection of all the propositions which Vizier Mahomed then made, and often repeated, during the seven successive years of his arduous and unsupported struggles, to maintain the existence of the state of which he was the jhead. His not being able to obtain protection against his enemies, called forth those qualities of the statesman, and of the general, which flourish best in times of extreme difficulty and danger. But, though he proved; successful, it was a dangerous alternative to be* reduced to. No doubt a belief in his high destiny supported him on the trying occa- * sion. In 1805, when protection was first solicited, the Marquess of Wellesley, Governor General of India, had very important political affairs to settle, at a period when he was about to leave India; and Central Indian politics were but little known. In 1808, and during the time the Earl of Minto was Governor General, an army was sent to the banks of the Sutlege